
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION.
134-140 MARSDEN STREET & 45-47
MACQUARIE STREET, PARRAMATTA.

The archaeological excavations are in advance
of the construction of an office building with
basement car parking.

SITE HISTORY.
The town of Parramatta was founded by
Governor Phillip in 1790. Initially the town
allotments were occupied by convicts, who
were housed in what are known as “convict
huts” - small wattle and daub buildings
accommodating up to 10-14 convicts.
Gradually the huts were taken over by free
persons. By 1823 the whole town was leased
out and the remaining convicts were housed at
the Convict Barracks (the site is on Macquarie
Street, opposite Governor Phillip High School).

These excavations include the sites of four
convict huts, built in the 1790s. Two are
located on the Macquarie Street frontage, the
other two are on the Hunter Street frontage.
The one on the corner of Macquarie and
Marsden Street became a hotel by 1801 (The
Wheatsheaf and later the Shepherd Inn) and
was then leased to John Graham in 1806. The
hotel survived until the 1870s.

The sites of the convict huts were redeveloped
for housing in the 19th  and 20th centuries. The
site is now vacant and most recently has been
used as a car park.

SIGNIFICANCE.
The Penal Colony of New South Wales was
founded in 1788 and continued to take the
overflow from British gaols until the end of
transportation in 1841. The buildings and
structures associated with transportation form
an important group of heritage items, deemed
to be of state, if not national significance. The
remains of “Convict Huts” are at the opposite
end of the social scale of Old Government

House in Parramatta Park, but nonetheless
share a common heritage.

A number of “Convict Huts” have been
excavated in Parramatta. Each has provided a
unique story and sequence of occupation.
Careful excavation of the convict hut sites here
will reveal new evidence to add to the picture
provided by previous excavations.

LATER SITES.
Much of the redevelopment of the allotments
occurred in the late 19th century. House sites of
the 1880s or later do not necessarily reveal
large artifact collections, which means that
little analysis can be done.

The 1840s brick house and 1840s to 1880s
weatherboard cottage (Allotment 16) provide
an opportunity to examine the footings of a
mid 19th century building and record the
artifacts from each room and yard to enable
spatial analysis for room function, dating and
other research questions.

The same type of detailed analysis will be
completed for all other earlier sites, the convict
huts and hotel, but will probably not be
warranted for late 19th century sites, if few
artifacts are found.

HISTORICAL SEQUENCE FOR EACH
ALLOTMENT.

Allotment 16, Macquarie Street.

A brief history.
A small timber cottage, known as a “Convict
Hut” was erected on the Macquarie Street
frontage by 1804. Although initially occupied
by convicts, it was taken over by free persons.

The cottage survived until after 1823, but the
site was vacant in the 1830s.

A new brick house with timber outbuildings
was built in the 1840s, before the allotment
was subdivided. By the 1880s a weatherboard
house was built on the western half of the
allotment. It was replaced in the 1910s by
another house.

Excavation.
We are now excavating the remains of the
1840s house (red sandstock brick) and also the
footings of the 1840s to 1880s weatherboard
house (between the concrete footings).

We will have to excavate and remove these
footings in order to uncover the remains of the
original convict hut, almost a metre below
current street level.

OPEN DAY - SATURDAY, 4 JUNE
2005, 10 AM TO 2 PM.

Come and see the excavations close up and
inspect some of the finds.

A gold coin donation will go to local historical
societies and heritage groups.



Allotment 17, Macquarie Street.

A brief history.
A small timber cottage, known as a “Convict
Hut” was erected on the Macquarie Street
frontage by 1804. Although initially occupied
by convicts, it was taken over by free persons.

By 1849 the house on this site was described as
a “Messuage Tenement or Dwelling House and
premises in Macquarie Street in Parramatta”
occupied by James Edward Vallack, brewer. By
September 1892 the house was replaced by a 2
storey brick building with slate roof.

Excavation.
The sandstone & concrete footings of the 1892
house now stand high up in the soil profile.
The original street frontage was on the line of
the 1892 footings

At the base of the trench is the original topsoil,
about a metre below street level. Just to the left
of the 1892 footings we have exposed the
remains of a cellar, which belonged to the
“Wheatsheaf Hotel” (1801-1823).

Allotment 18, corner of Macquarie and
Marsden Streets.

A brief history.
Some time between 1797 and 1801 a building
was erected on this corner block and opened as
“The Wheatsheaf Hotel”.

On 1 January 1806 the land was leased to a Mr.
John Graham. By 1825 the hotel was renamed
“The Shepherd Inn”. The hotel closed by 1870
and the buildings were demolished. The land
remained vacant until the 1910s, when a new
building was erected.

This is the site of one of the earliest hotels in
Parramatta. It was on a prominent corner on
one of the main streets into the town from the
Western Road (Great Western Highway).

Excavation.
The footings of the hotel are poorly preserved
and have been almost completely removed by
recent development. Yet we may still be able to
define the size of the building from the deeper
post-holes, which do survive. However the
footings of the cellar for the “Wheatsheaf
Hotel” (1801-1823) have been found on
Allotment 17

Sketch of the Hotel in 1854.

Allotment 5, Marsden Street.

A brief history.
By 1854 a weatherboard house was built on
this allotment. It was replaced in 1887 with “2
two-storey Brick Houses each containing 5
Rooms & Kitchen together with front and back
Verandahs Balcony and Shed”, value £902.

Excavation.
Allotment 5 is so poorly preserved that no
further excavation will take place in this
location. You may just be able to discern the
base of the 1887 sandstone footings cut into

natural clay, but no occupation deposits
survive.

Allotment 26, Hunter Street.

A brief history.
A small timber cottage, known as a “Convict
Hut” was erected on the Hunter Street frontage
by 1804. Although initially occupied by
convicts, it was taken over by free persons. The
house survived until the 1830s, but the land
was vacant from the 1840s onwards. By the
1880s a series of houses was built on the
Marsden Street frontage of this allotment.

Allotments 27 & 28, Hunter Street.

A brief history.
A small timber cottage, known as a “Convict
Hut” was erected on the Hunter Street frontage
by 1804. Although initially occupied by
convicts, it was taken over by free persons.

The house survived until the 1840s. Allotment
27 remained vacant until the 1880s, when “Mr.
Gordon McKinnon, the well known architect,
… erected a terrace of three two-storey houses,
to be known as ‘Gordon Terrace’”. Allotment
28 (part) remained vacant until the 1900s.

Excavation of Allotments 26, 27 and 28.
The investigations will concentrate on the
location of the convict huts, unless the later
19th century housing is poorly preserved.
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